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was something in the nature of a preparatory school of
statesmanship. He worked under the guidance of the
vice president of the committee, Bunge, who was also his
tutor, This was a very happy arrangement. The future
ruler took his appointment in earnest and worked with
enthusiasm. When he became Emperor, he retained the
title of President of the Siberian Committee and did not
lose his interest in the matter. This enabled me to com-
plete the work within a few years.
Soon after my appointment as Minister of Finances the
'Emperor told me on one occasion that in addition to the
construction of the Trans-Siberian he wished to put in my
charge another matter which had for a long time been on
his mind, namely the reorganization of the vodka traffic,
He also confided to me that the heavy drinking prevailing
among the people was a matter of great concern to him and
that it was necessary to take some drastic measures to
curb it
This matter attracted the attention of the government
at the end of the reign of Alexander II, but only half
measures were taken, for it was considered that the existing
system of vodka traffic, the so-called excise system, was the
best possible, and that it was not advisable to change it in
substance.   As is known, under the excise system, the pro-
duction and sale of alcohol and vodka are more or less free,
The State merely controls the business to the extent of
levying the excise, that is, an indirect tax upon the product,
During the latter part of the reign of Alexander II, several
conventions met to draft measures which, while not doing
away with the excise system, would nevertheless restrict the
freedom of selling alcoholic drinks.    Since, however, the
excise system is largely incompatible with substantial restric-
tion upon vodka traffic, these measures came to nothing.
Emperor Alexander III was anxiqus to help his people
m this respect,   After lengthy discussions he arrived at the